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Women’s oppression

socialist theory, it was less significant. 
However, Clara Zetkin devoted a vast 
amount of time arguing for women’s 
electoral rights. She believed that the 
political equality of women was necessary 
to bring about a social revolution that 
would ensure true equality for all. In 
the meantime, however, legislative 
reforms were acceptable as a means 
to a revolutionary end. Here lies the 
difference between bourgeois feminism 
and socialist feminism: the former’s goal 
is to attain equality with men, and every 
suggestion for change is a reform within 
the overarching capitalist framework. 
Socialist feminists instead see inherent 
problems within the system, and aim 
to create a transformation of the very 
structural basis of society; with the end 
result being universal equality and the 
liberation of all. 

Engels and Bebel made a historical 
analysis of the family, and the effects 

that the rise of a productive surplus had 
on kinship ties. Both argued that the 
concentration of surplus wealth within 
the family and the establishment of 
private property led to the oppression 
of women, as did the abolition of 
matrilineal descent and the introduction 
of monogamy. The answer Engels 
proposed was for the movement of 
women’s labour into the public sphere, 
which meant turning domestic labour 
into a social industry, so as to free up 
women’s time. Although this was a 
valid solution to the ‘marriage problem’ 
and a step forwards toward women’s 
emancipation, there are still issues 
within this topic that cannot always be 
adequately discussed through a strictly 
economic analysis. 

Whilst the socialist analysis has 
clearly recognised unequal power 
relationships within the family under 
capitalism, sexual violence is yet to be 

widely examined through a Marxist or 
economic framework. This is where more 
recent sociology and feminist theory can 
advance the analysis.

In regards to the motherhood 
problem Kollontai offered concrete 
solutions by way of legislative reform 
to help provide and protect both the 
mother and child. Perhaps reflecting the 
period, there was still a rigid adherence 
to traditional gender roles. Rather than 
encouraging men into the domestic 
sphere until capitalist relations are 
entirely broken, the idea centres on 
bringing women into public industry. 
Although socialising domestic labour 
and childcare is a plausible option after 
the revolution, in the meantime, we have 
seen women become overloaded as they 
are expected to function in both spheres. 
Here the tendency to focus on “after 
the revolution” answers to problems that 
need immediate attention is again found 

Alexandra Kollontai, seated front left
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Women’s oppression

within Marxist analysis. 
Lastly, Kollontai identified a 

problem with the current form of 
relationships and how they are based 
on the capitalistic concept of private 
property and possession. She challenged 
preconceived notions of the form a 
romantic relationship should take, and 
instead insists on a healthier idea of love, 
that creates a more positive and cohesive 
workers’ collective. Furthermore, her 
views on sexuality are progressive for her 
time, as she writes that sex should not be 
seen as shameful, or immoral, but instead 
as a natural part of humanity. These 
contributions are still very important for 
developing proletarian theory.  

Woman, just as any other oppressed 
group, could not, and cannot wait 
forever for the distant revolution. Instead 
cultural attitudes should continue to be 
challenged, just as long as the ultimate 
goal of a radical reorganisation of 
society’s productive and social relations 
are not sacrificed or forgotten.

Please visit the March 2011 archive at 
workersparty.org.nz to read the whole 
article and to access sources.

Name...................................................                  
                                                                    
e-mail address.....................................                 
                                                                    
No. of shirts.........................................                    

e-mail wpnz.pflp.
solidarity@gmail.com
PO Box 10-282 Dominion 
Road, Auckland
http://wpnz-pflp-solidarity.
blogspot.com/

small [_]
large [_]

XL [_]
XXL [_]

10-fitted [_]
12-fitted [_]
14 fitted [_]

$30 each

Support Palestinian Resistance: buy a shirt!

Russian Bolshevik leader V.I Lenin



19The Spark May 2011 19

Privatising parts
Richard Meros
Lawrence and Gibson 2011
Reviewed by Joel Cosgrove, Workers Party Wellington Branch

“Who better than students to teach 
teachers what students ought to be 
taught?”, so asks Richard Meros in 
his new fiction Privatising Parts. 
Quite simply this is a beautifully 
crafted piece of satire. On the 
surface this is a stinging critique of 
the far-right dwellers floating far 
out in the political stratosphere, 
think Muriel Newman, Roger 
Kerr etc. But this is not just a 
lampooning of the free-market 
logic taken to its extreme, it’s a 
satire of the underlying free-market 
logic itself.

For those unfamiliar with the 
work of Meros, he is the author of a 
number of independently produced 
books (so independent, that he 
takes part in the printing and 
binding himself ). On the Conditions 
and Possibilities of Helen Clark 
Taking Me as Her Young Lover, and 
Beggars and Choosers: The Complete 
Written Correspondence between 
Creative New Zealand and Richard Meros 
volume one are amongst a slew of self-
published titles.

Young Lover... was the breakout title, 
being successfully adapted to theatre and 
described by The Guardian as “skip[ing] 
between sociology, psychoanalysis and 
cringe-making erotica.” Privatising 
Parts picks up a couple of months after 
the 2008 general election, with Meros 
freedom camping and trying to escape 
the supposed backlash-permeating 
feral blogs and bitchy Labour Party 
cliques. He meets a hitchhiker and in an 
awkward conversation with Silence of 
the Lambs/Buffalo Bill undertones he 
proceeds to unleash his grief and sadness 
on being rejected as a young lover by 
Helen Clark.

This rejection has made it clear to 
him that “only the compulsion of a 
competitive market will sew up the aorta 
loopholes that perpetuate humankind’s 
recurring errors in love”. Meros proceeds 

to outline the basis of this proposition. 
The intimate sphere is neither a 

public or private sphere, but a personal 
one. Not governed by the laws of the 
market but also not overseen by the state. 
Huge amounts of emotional time and 
energy are wasted in the failed pursuit 
of intimate relations. The ultimate goal 
is for the competitive disciplines of the 
free market to provide the optimum 
outcomes for society as a whole. Or so 
it’s said.

But in order to enforce free-market 
discipline. You need information. 
This is because the failings of the 
current framework are due to a lack of 
information, of people thinking with 
their loins and not reason. The first 
step towards rationalising intimate 
relations along a more free-market 
framework, is for the Labour Party to 
nationalise the intimate relation into 
an SOE, Randycorp. Starting from 
an overwhelming faith in ‘progress’ 

Randycorp will manage intimate 
relations using rigorous, modern, 
scientific methods to most 
efficiently distribute the intimate 
relations of the population as a 
whole, not as a dating agency 
(which only deals with the dregs 
of society) or as a eugenics project 
(the aim being not to persecute or 
criminalise but to maximise total 
happiness).

The endpoint here is that what 
Labour nationalises, National 
then privatises. “Obviously there 
would be many companies like 
Randycorp and refinements would 
be made with experience, as 
occurs in any mixture of planned 
and free economies” says Meros, 
intentionally ignoring the glaring 
examples of the insurance or 
electricity industries and the 
method in which they collectively 
conspire to fuck over the 
unknowing consumer.

While this book is hilariously 
extreme in the manner it stretches the 
logic of privatisation to its limits, it is 
very much an attack at the core basis of 
the ideology and surface truisms that 
are put forward on a wider basis as an 
aspect of capitalist hegemony. In reality, 
situations that aren’t very much less 
outrageous than this are put forward 
as truths, on the basis of nothing much 
more than hack-pseudo-psychology e.g. 
the idea of perfect information, or the 
natural selfishness of people etc.

At the launch of the book, I gave 
a reading of the passage extolling the 
virtues of privatisation. Although put 
forward with the ideological inanity 
of a university debater, the book still 
drove the audience to stop the reading 
and argue. Even though a satire at its 
opening, the book is so borderline in its 
deep understanding of its subject, that it 
is more than believable. Which is kind of 
what makes it funny.

Book review
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Party news

The Workers Party’s monthly 
magazine The Spark has 
undergone a number of 
presentation changes as of the 
issue published in the month 
of March this year. These 
changes include production 
of full colour cover (front and 
back) format, redesign of page 
2, overall stylistic changes, an 
increase of size to regular 20 
pages, and the introduction 
of a new monthly section on 
women’s liberation.  

We are pleased that we can 
now continue to circulate the 
only far-left monthly magazine 

in New Zealand in an updated 
and attractive format. We 
intend to continue building 
circulation and developing a 
new subscription base amongst 
advanced elements of the 
working class and youth. You 
can read most articles online 
but subscribing to the paper 
allows for deeper reading, 
you get it every month, you 
can pass it on, and it’s a good 
way to further support the 
dissemination of Marxist ideas 
in New Zealand. To subscribe 
please see p2

The Spark  reformatted for 2011

Selling the April issue of The Spark 
at Otara market, Auckland, above, 
and at Frankton market, Hamilton, 
left.

Workers Power 2011
National conference of the 
Workers Party

 Hamilton Trade Union Centre  
                                        3/4/5 June

Panel discussions:

•	 1981 Springbok  tour

•	 Maori oppression

•	 Perspectives for the left

for updated schedule see www.workersparty.org.nz

Workers Power: national 
conference 2011, in 
Hamilton. 
For  full schedule see 
p10


